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A COLONIAL HEALTH REPORT 
OF PHILADELPHIA, 1754. 

[With the increasing trade and large arrivals of emigrants from Europe 
at the port of Philadelphia, the dangers of contagious malignant diseases 
being introduced and spreading in the city, were increased, and stringent 
regulations were adopted by the Provincial authorities. At earlier dates, 
the inhabitants of the city had suffered the vicissitudes due to imported 
malignant diseases. The emigrant vessels were small, generally over- 
crowded, ill provided with good food and water, the ventilation was the 
worst imaginable, and from sixty to ninety days and more were spent by 
the emigrants on shipboard between the ports of embarkation and debar- 
kation. 

Under the appointment of the Governor, two distinguished physicians 
of the city, Doctor Thomas Graeme and Thomas Bond, were assigned to 
investigate a large number of cases of fever which had broken out among 
some Palatine emigrants in November of 1754, and their report, which 
follows, is preserved in the Manuscript Division of the Historical Society 
of Pennsylvania. It is endorsed "Report of Doctors, Nov r 16, 1754, with 
Relation to the Health of the City."] 

To his Honour the Governor. 

We have with the greatest Care, executed the Orders 
you were pleas'd to give us, to examine the Houses in 
and about the City, where the Palatines now are, or have 
been entertained, and found as follows. 

At Christian Rinhault's, 2 nd Street,. . . 5 all well 

At another House near it, 16 all well 

At David Sickle's House, in Race St.,. 20 3 Sick 

At Jacob Cost's, Dirty Alley, 20. . .several sick 

At John Cowl's, Arch Street, 19 all well. 

Most of these belonged to M r . Shomaker. 

At Lodowick Gale's, in 5 th Street, 24 many sick 

They were Mr. Benezett's 
At Philip Burcost's, near the reformed dutch church, are 
a considerable Number and many Sick: they are con- 
fined in so close and small a Room, and the Air and every 
thing else about them in so ill a condition, that we think 
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there is the greatest Danger of malignant and infectious 
Diseases, being generated amongst them. Two of his 
Children are already ill of Fevers. The House of Fred- 
erick Birk, is circumstanced in the same manner: the 
People in the former belong to Daniel Benezett; and in 
the latter to Henry Kepler. 

We are of the Opinion the Security of the City requires 
the immediate removal of both the Sick and Well, from 
these two Houses, to some Distance from the built Part 
of the Town, and that the Sick should everywhere be 
kept separate from the Healthy, and we think no House 
should be permitted to take in above 8, or 10 of these 
People Sick or Well. 

We did not find that any, except the two mentioned, 
who had entertained, or nursed the Sick, or any Persons 
living in the neighborhood had been infected by them: 
We were told that several Persons thereabouts had been 
ill after working on board the Ships, amongst whom was 
Michael Cone: this man had been employed on board 
Capt: Jackson from Hamburg. The Circumstances at- 
tending this Ship; at, and after her Arrival, are remark- 
able and together with the Observations of Persons ex- 
perienced in that Trade, shew that the People on board 
most Passenger Ships, do sooner, or later, undergo a 
Disease from foul air: We were told she had not lost 
above two Freights in the Passage, and finding the rest 
of the Company uncommonly healthy, we had no Rea- 
son to question the Truth of that Information: soon 
after her coming into Port, the Captain, Mate, Merchant, 
with the rest of the Mariners, and most of the Palatines 
were taken ill of Fevers. The Merchant and Mariners 
were brought on Shore, put into proper Lodgings, and 
tho' long ill, did not communicate the Disease to any 
Person about them; at the same Time several others 
besides Michael Cone contracted the same Disease on 
board of her. This is the kind of Fever we commonly 
meet with on board these Ships, and which not compli- 
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cated with any other Disease, we have never found to be 
contagious. 

From the great Number that have dyed, we are certain 
the same Thing has happened in the other Vessels, that 
is, the People have become sick since we visited them, or 
that the sick have been wickedly conceal'd from us, and 
indeed we have now no Room to doubt the latter, for we 
are inform'd that one of the Ships lay below on Pretence 
of being aground, but that she was kept back only to 
have time to take out the Sick. 

Our Fellow Citizens are under great Apprehensions of 
some infectious Disease, being communicated to them 
from the Hallifax, and we are sincerely concerned there 
has been so much Cause for their Fears: We are not- 
withstanding, conscious of having done our Duty faith- 
fully in that Affair, according to the best of our Knowl- 
edge: We used our utmost Endeavours to inform our- 
selves of the Number lost, and of the Nature of the 
Diseases of which they had dyed on board the said Ship, 
and after comparing the Condition she had been and was 
then in, for ought we know with that of many others, 
which had for 10 Years past been admitted up to the 
City, without communicating any contagious Diseases 
to the Inhabitants, we were under no Apprehensions of 
any particular Injury from her, and after a re-examina- 
tion of her, & the People on board, we have not had any 
Reason to change our Opinion, there having nothing 
happened from her, but what has happened from the 
healthiest Ships. We do not pretend to say there was no 
malignant infectious Cause in this or any other of the 
Ships, we can only say, if there has been any such, it has 
evaded our most diligent Enquiry. We can judge by no 
other Rules but the Histories of the Previous Disorders 
and the present Appearance of the People, whether their 
Diseases are contagious or not, that is, whether they may 
be communicated from distempered to sound Bodies: 
we are sensible, that several Persons who have been 
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long on board Palatine Ships, have contracted Fevers, 
from Breathing and imbibing an unwholsonie Air, this it 
does not require the Skill of a Physician to foresee, nor 
is it our Duty to prevent, but as no Person on Shore, 
within our Knowledge, has contracted Diseases from the 
Palatines themselves, (unless where many of the sick 
have been kept together,) nor no Person who was taken 
ill, after being on board the Ships, have communicated 
their Fevers to others, we hope we have not been mis- 
taken, in the Nature of these Diseases. 

We cannot conclude this Representation without say- 
ing, that our Case is really hard, since a Security from 
contagious Diseases is expected from us, and the Legis- 
lature has not made the necessary Regulations to pre- 
vent malignant Diseases being generated by these People, 
after they come into Port, where there is much more 
Danger of it than at Sea. 

Tho: Gkabme. 

November 16 th 1754. 

Thomas Bond. 



